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At the Monthly Meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 23 February 2016 at 7.00 pm there were present:

Cllrs
 
  


Mr P Kay




(Mayor) 







Mr N Penny 








Mr K Ball







Mr C Elsmore

Mrs H Lusty

Mrs N Holloway


Mr   M Whittington






Mrs C Whittington 

(Deputy Clerk)
   
Also present were County Cllr P McMahon, District Cllr R James, PCSO Lauren Thompson and a member of the press.  
Public Forum 
No members of the public were present. 

Mr Williams joined the meeting.

203.  To note apologies

Apologies were noted from Cllrs Allaway- Martin, Drury, E Elsmore, Hale and PC Leanne Sterry. 

204. To receive declarations of interest 
Previous declaration requests stand for Cllr Penny and Cllr Penny declared a pecuniary interest in Agenda item 217 No 6 & 7. 
205.  To allow dispensation requests 
There were no dispensation requests.
206. To approve the minutes of 26 January 2016  





Proposed:  Cllr Kay


Seconded: Cllr Holloway
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed
207. To raise matters arising from the meeting 26 January 2016 
Cllr C Elsmore requested that since the resignation of Cllr J Morgan there were vacancies on both the Halls Charity and the Bells Foundation Committees.  Cllr Penny will be attending the next Halls Charity Meeting on the 17 March 16 and Cllr Whittington will attend the Bells Foundation Meeting on the 18 March 16 
208. To hear the report from the police. 
PSCO Lauren Thompson gave the report in the absence of PC Sterry, details follow the minutes.  Speeding operations will take place at Sunnybank, Palmers Flat and Lakers School in March.   The police are working with the Road Safety Partnership to obtain a portable speed sign which can be moved around the area.  They are currently getting cost for funding.  
209. To note reports from the County & District Cllrs (for information).
County Cllr McMahon confirmed that Local Highways funding will be providing a mobile speed device that can be swapped with other villages.  The cost being £2500.

The 2016/2017 budget has been set at £416.35 million.  Council Tax will rise by 1.99% plus an additional 2% which will raise £4.7 million for Adult Social Care. County Cllr McMahon read out his report as follow. 
Headlines from the Budget are:
· 30K per division for each County Councillor to spend locally – this is an increase from £22.5K last year  

· £150K to be invested countrywide for cycling schemes

· £25K extra to support children and young people with mental health issues

· £20K to support tackling child exploitation

· £35K to provide free parking permits for BAND A electric vehicle

Local Highways issues: 

· There is a public consultation which will take place shortly to gather feedback for a proposed set of traffic lights at Mile End crossroads

· Work has been completed at Poolway (footpath resurfacing) and part of Bells Place (footway resurfacing)

· Works to commence on improvements to St Johns Street.

· Street Lighting at Poolway has been abandoned at this time due to issues with one resident

· Replacement footway channels in and around Coleford

· 2016/2017 Local Highways funding projects – finish off Bells Place footways, a mobile speed indicator device (SID) for Staunton and a carpark in sling for local residents.
Cllr McMahon is happy to discuss any local highways projects which may be funded from the 30K.
Forest of Dean Access Group – A report is due out shortly, which considers access into the Forest Of Dean.  Recommendation for improving both access and potential new initiatives will be made public. 

District Cllr James is highlighting highways issues with regard to pothole maintenance.  Although these can be reported on line it is not always an easy process.  Fracking will be a scrutiny exercise in March and as a consultee the District Council can express an opinion.  4G mobile are looking to update the area in 2017. 

Cllr C Elsmore this month has attended:

28
Jan
 Joint Consultative

28
Jan
  Full Council meeting
3   Feb
  Member Development Group

6
Feb
  Performance Development Group

10
Feb
  Housing Information meeting
11
Feb
  Cabinet meeting

15
Feb
  Devolution Update

18
Feb
  Licensing Visit

210. To agree payments (see attached)
Additional to the list of payments was an invoice from Mowech which the Deputy Clerk sought clarification for payment. 
The payments were proposed  





Proposed: Cllr Holloway
Seconded Cllr C Elsmore
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.  
211. To agree petty cash payments (see attached)

The payments were proposed 




Proposed: Cllr Ball
Seconded Cllr Holloway
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
212. To note the cash book & reconciliation reports

The cash book and reconciliation reports were noted. 
213. To note the monthly budget figures (see attached)

The monthly budget figures were noted.
214. To have an update on the 4 year plan
The updates were looked at and progress noted.

Cllr Holloway asked for the clock tower repairs to be on the next Amenities Committee agenda. 
215. To have an update on the Tourist Information Centre
All Councillors thanked Cllr Penny for his work on the TIC to date.  
Cllr Penny reported that everything was on track for opening on 19 March. 
216. To have an update on the twinning project. 
Cllr Kay reported that 3 members from Saint Hilarie De Riez visited on the weekend and attended the Civic Dinner.  The visit went well and the Council will now draw up an intention to twin document.  The committee will be a community association with 2 Councillors sitting on the committee.  

217. To agree to the recommendations of the Events and Marketing Committee.
The map town centre has been delivered and A3 tear off maps ordered. 

Item 6: Cllr Penny declared a pecuniary interest in this item due to Nick Penny Event Services project management involvement. He explained the situation and abstained from the vote

Item 7: Cllr Penny has a pecuniary interest in this item. In addition to the money allocated from the Coleford Area Partnership as matched funding for this project, they have allocated additional budget to enable two volunteers to be trained.
It was proposed that the recommendations be accepted. 
(Cllr Penny explained that the Colefordtown.net website was part of a town marketing package that he was managing the implementation of on behalf of the Forest of Dean District Council via his company Nick Penny Event Services).
The recommendations were proposed



Proposed Cllr Kay
 Seconded Cllr Ball
On being put to the vote the proposal was unanimously agreed.
(Cllr Penny abstained from the vote)
218. To agree to the recommendations of the Amenities Committee 
All items were moved en masse  




Proposed Cllr Holloway
Seconded Cllr Whittington
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.
219. To agree to the recommendations of the Finance and Office Committee  
A working part to meet Tuesday 1 March to review the current grant process.

It was proposed that the recommendations be accepted. 





Proposed Cllr Kay
 Seconded Cllr Holloway
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.

220. To note the decisions of the Planning Committee 

Cllr C Elsmore made that Council aware that the Planning Committee would be writing a letter of objection regarding the application at Clearwell Quarry. 

221. To note the report from the Neighbourhood Development Plan
Marilyn Cox from the NDP joined the meeting for this item and talked the Council through the report.  
222. To note the Clerks Report (for information only)

The Clerk was off work sick and no report had been prepared.
223. To note reports from members (for information only)  

Cllr Kay the Mayor attended:

27 Jan

Highways walk about re: moving bus stops and creating additional parking
29 Jan  

St John’s School new canteen opening.

30 Jan 

Forest Hills Dinner and Dance.

1 
Feb

Mobile CCTV

2
Feb

Traders Meeting 

4 
Feb

Civic Dinner Bells.

5 
Feb

Meeting re VAT and trading as a council 
6 
Feb

Councillor Training.

9 
Feb

Foresters Forest – Forestry Commission
10 
Feb 

Meeting with Company re Bells Field

11 
Feb

Domestic and Social Violence Meeting
15 -19 Feb 
Preparation for the Civic Dinner

20 Feb

Sealed Knot Battle of Coleford event
20
Feb

Civic Dinner.

21 Feb

Tour of Parish with French guests.

22
Feb

Cardiff airport to take French guests for flight home
Cllr Kay said that the Civic Dinner was a good event well attend.  Current figures show approximately £3000, was raised from the event and the proceeds from the Golf day on 8 July would be added to the money being present to the two charities.  

Cllr Penny the Deputy Mayor attended: 

27 Jan

Highways walk about re: moving bus stops and creating additional parking
28
Jan

Meeting with Angus Buchanan committee

28 Jan

Meeting with Helen O'Kane Puzzle wood re May 4th events

2   Feb

Meeting with Paula Burrows FODDC re tourism promotion

2
Feb

Traders Meeting 

3
Feb

Meeting with Bells Hotel re Civic Dinner

5
Feb

Meeting re VAT and trading as a council

6 
Feb

Councillor Training.

10 
Feb          Meeting with Janet Marrott re websites and Coleford Walks

19 Feb

Meeting with Angus Buchanan committee

20 Feb

Sealed Knot Battle of Coleford event

20 Feb

Civic Dinner

21 Feb

Tour of Parish with French guests.
Throughout the month working on TIC implementation plan and Town Centre Events Leaflet.

Cllr Holloway attended
6   Feb

Councillor Training.

18 Feb

WW1 splinter group meeting.  A concert is being planned for the 5 April with the Choir and Forest Brass

19 Feb
Internal Audit in the office

20 Feb
Civic Dinner

Cllr Lusty attended

6 Feb


Councillor Training

20 Feb

Civic Dinner
Cllr Whittington 
6 Feb


Councillor Training

20 Feb

Civic Dinner

Cllr C Elsmore attended:

27 Jan

Highways walk about re: moving bus stops and creating additional parking
27 Jan

Local Action Group Meeting 

1
Jan

Sling Bandstand Meeting

2
Feb

Traders Meeting 

4
Feb
     NDP Meeting

5
Feb

Health Centre Patient Participation Meeting

6 Feb

     Councillor Training

9
Feb

NDP Meeting

17
Feb

NDP Meeting

20 Feb

Sealed Knot Battle of Coleford event

20 Feb

Civic Dinner

The Patient Participation Group are looking to lobby to have the doctors surgery in Old Station Way as a Minors Injuries Unit. 

Cllr Ball 
6 Feb

   Councillor Training

224. To note Correspondence (see attached list)  
Correspondence was noted
The press left the meeting

In Committee

Finance and Office Committee 
Item 9: To make recommendations the contract for the cleaning position

It was proposed that the recommendation be accepted 




Proposed Cllr Kay
 Seconded Cllr Lusty

On being put to the vote the decision was unanimous
Item 10: To make recommendation re the pay scale of the Town Clerk position

It was proposed that the recommendation be accepted 




Proposed Cllr Kay
 Seconded Cllr Lusty

On being put to the vote there were 6 votes in favour and I abstention
The meeting closed at 8.54
Police Crime Figures 
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